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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

REGULAR MEETING 
September 16, 2008 

 

The Board of County Commissioners of Leon County, Florida, met in regular session at 3:00 

p.m. with Chairman Sauls presiding.  Present were Commissioners DePuy, Thaell, Proctor, 

Rackleff, Dailey, and Desloge.  Also present were County Administrator Parwez Alam, County 

Attorney Herb Thiele, Finance Director David Reid and Board Secretary Rebecca Vause 
 

Invocation was provided by Bruce Chapman, Minister of Florida State University Presbyterian 

University Center.  Commissioner Dailey then led the Pledge of Allegiance.      

 

Awards and Presentations 
 

 Chairman Sauls presented a Resolution in honor of the retirement of Gloria Brooks, 

Library Services Coordinator, recognizing her 36 years of dedicated service to the 

citizens of Leon County. 
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 Chairman Sauls presented a Resolution to Cathy Jones, Executive Director of the 

Alzheimer’s Project in Tallahassee, recognizing September 21, 2008 as “World 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Day”.  Accepting the Resolution with Ms. Jones was Alzheimer’s 

Project Board members Victoria Heuler, Linda Summerlin and Debbie Whitney. 
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Consent 

 
Commissioner Desloge moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Proctor to approve the following 
Consent Agenda, with the exception of Item #4, which was pulled for citizen input.  The motion 
carried 7-0. 

 

1. Approval of Payment of Bills and Vouchers Submitted for September 16, 2008, 

and Pre-Approval of Payments of Bills and Vouchers for the period of September 
17, 2008 through October 13, 2008:  $2,730,726.00 

 
The Board approved Option 1:  Approve payment of bills and vouchers submitted for 
September 16, 2008, and pre-approval of payment of bills and vouchers for the period of 
September 17 through October 13, 2008:  $2,730,726.00 
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2. Approval to Realign the Sheriff’s FY 2008 Law Enforcement Budget 
 
The Board approved Option 1:  Approve the realignment of $300,000 from the Sheriff’s FY 
2008 Law Enforcement operating budget to the capital outlay budget. 
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3. Approval of Contract Amendment No. 1 to the Interlocal Agreement with Sarasota 

County for GovMax Budget Development Software 
 
The Board approved Option 1:  Approve extending the Interlocal Agreement with Sarasota 
County for licensing, hosting and support of the GovMax budget development software 
with the same discounted terms, and authorize the County Administrator to execute. 
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4. Request to Schedule a Workshop on an Emergency Management Preparedness 

Status Report for Tuesday, January 29, 2008 from 9:00 -11:30 a.m. and a 

Workshop on Stormwater/Transportation Infrastructure Improvements to 
Address Flooding Issues for Tuesday, January 29, 2009 from 12:30 – 3:00 p.m. 

 

Speaker:  

 

Lisa Walker, 1980 Benjamin Chaires Road, stated that neighborhood residents request 

that the Board schedule the workshops for an earlier date.   She also distributed a 
handout regarding the proposed CAT fund, which she requested be put in the public 

record and thanked commissioners Thaell and Rackleff and staff for their diligence in 

responding to their inquiries for actions taken on their behalf.   

 

Commissioner Rackleff explained that staff continues to work on the aftermath of 
Tropical Storm Fay and would be unable to adequately prepare for a workshop 

scheduled prior to January.  He commented that by January, staff would be more 

prepared and have a more thorough understanding of what happened and will provide a 

more comprehensive report.   Commissioner Rackleff indicated to Ms. Walker that he 

would like to meet with her to take a look at the fence on the Booth property.   

 
Commissioner Thaell requested a visit be scheduled for him and staff to visit the Booth 

property to view fencing, the St. Marks River, debris, and the water flow.    

 

No motion was made and no action taken on this agenda item. 
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5. Approval of the Annual Contract Between Leon County and the State of Florida 

Department of Health for the Provision of Public Health Services in Leon County 
 
 The Board approved Option 1:  Approve the annual Contract between Leon County and 

the State of Florida, Department of Health, for the provision of public health services in 
Leon County, and authorize the County Administrator to execute. 
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6. Approval of a Resolution Authorizing the County Administrator to Execute Leon 

County Grant Applications 
 

The Board approved Option 1:  Approve the proposed Resolution authorizing the County 
Administrator to execute Leon County grant applications. 
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7. Approval of the FY 2008-2009 Community Human Service Partnership Funding 

for Social Service Agencies 
 

The Board approved Option 1:  Approve the Human Services Grant Review Committee 
funding recommendations for FY 2009/2009 in the amount of $689,951; authorize the 
County Administrator to execute the Agreements with the funded agencies; and, authorize 
the County Administrator to modify the Agreements with the funded agencies, as 
necessary. 
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8. Approval to Submit FY 2008-2009 State Aid to Libraries Grant Application  

  
The Board approved Option 1:  Approve the submittal of the 2008-2009 State Aid to 
Libraries Grant Application, and authorize the County Administrator to execute. 
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9. Acceptance of Report on Water Use Policy/Drought Response Plan Directive 

 
The Board approved Option 1: Defer further work on a proposed County Drought 
Response Plan until the Northwest Florida Water Management District has completed 
endeavors to modify Rule 40A-21, FAC, or otherwise updated its water shortage plan for 
the district. 
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10. Acceptance of New Performance Agreement and Surety Devices for Jordans Pass, 

Rivers landing Unit I, and Sagebrook Mill Subdivisions 
   

The Board approved Option 1:  Accept the new Performance Agreements and Surety 
Devices for Jordans Pass, Rivers Landing Unit I, and Sagebrook Mill Subdivisions 
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Citizens to be Heard on Non-Agendaed Items (3-minute limit; non-discussion by 

Commission) 

 
Speakers: 

 

Kristi Strickland, 6122 Whipping Willow Way, thanked Commissioners for assistance when her 

neighborhood road collapsed during Tropical Storm Fay.     

 

Lyda Hykemi, 1311 Executive Drive, Koger Center, stated that she is the Managing Partner of 
Koger Center and had purchased the Center 22 months ago.  She expressed concern over the 

impact that the proposed Millage rate increase would have.  She noted that they paid $1.3 

million dollars in taxes and believes that they are one of the largest tax payers in the area.   

 

Gita Wijesinghe Pitter, 9721 Waters Meet Dr, Killearn Lakes, informed Commissioners that 
Lake Blue Heron and Lake Monkey Business overflowed into her house as a result of the 

storm.  She expressed concerned about the possibility of a reoccurrence and requested 

assistance to ascertain what could be done to prevent a future occurrence of flooding of her 

neighborhood. 

 

Commissioner Desloge advised that the County and the homeowners are working together to 
resolve the problem.   
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General Business 

 

11. Consideration of the Establishment of a Leon County Catastrophe Fund 
 

County Administrator Alam shared that Commissioner Dailey raised the issue of 

establishing a Catastrophe (CAT) Fund at the last meeting, and the idea was supported 

by the Board.  Mr. Alam provided an overview of county, state and federal programs and 

resources that provide assistance in the event of a disaster and outlined how funding of 

the fund could be accomplished, i.e., a reduction in the emergency reserves from 3 to 5 
percent, which would provide $2.53 million to establish the fund.  He stated that 

Commissioners were provided a proposed policy which addresses the utilization of the 

CAT funds.     

 

Speakers: 
Lisa Walker, 1980 Benjamin Chaires Road distributed information, for the record, 

regarding her flooded property, inquired if the CAT fund would be used to acquire 

flooded properties and expressed comments on the proposed fund.  

 

Amanda Kollar, 3303 Almanac Road, shared problems associated with her flooded 

property and requested the County schedule a countywide public workshop to educate 
residents on how to prepare for a flood, experiencing and recovering from a flood and 

how to progress through the bureaucratic processes as it relates to recovery from a 

catastrophic event.   

 
Commissioner Dailey  moved, duly seconded by Commissioner DePuy, to approve Options 
1, 2, & 3:  1) Accept staff’s report on catastrophe funds; 2) Amend Policy No. 07-02, 
“Reserves” to reduce the emergency reserve range from 5% minimum to 10% maximum of 
the general/fine and forfeiture fund projected expenditures, to 3% minimum to 8% 
maximum, and create a catastrophe reserve that is 2% of the general/fine and forfeiture 

operating expenditures, and 3) Approve the Resolution and associated budget amendment 
establishing the Catastrophe Reserve account. 
 

Commissioner Thaell requested a public education workshop be held to include local 

emergency resource agencies to provide emergency relief information to the public.     

 

Commissioner Dailey stated that the County’s role needs to be established and it 
needed to be determined who should take the lead on this.   
 

Commissioner Proctor stated his support for the motion.  He asked what assistance the 

fund would provide to affected families and had concerns that families be required to 

exhaust all resources and pursue FEMA and state aid before being eligible for CAT fund 

relief. 
 

Assistant County Administrator Alan Rosenzweig explained that the original intent was 

to 1) support extraordinary expenditures during disaster events, i.e., overtime, 

equipment, contractual support and materials/supplies and 2) provide assistance 

towards the payment of County solid waste and building/growth management fees.   He 
added that the policy states that a local declared state of emergency must exist and 

residents must demonstrate all other means have been exhausted prior to seeking 

County assistance.   

 

Commissioner Desloge stated that he supported establishment of the fund, but wanted 

to find the “middle ground” where the County can provide assistance to residents 
without placing the County in a financially exposed position.   
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Chairman Sauls professed support for  the fund and wants to help citizens in anyway 

possible, but reiterated that the intent of the fund is not to purchase flooded homes.   

 
Commissioner Rackleff expressed that he wanted to ensure that the County, by 

reducing emergency reserves, would not cripple the County’s ability to respond to other 

catastrophes.   Mr. Rosenzweig stated that the County would continue to have adequate 

resources to respond to emergencies and the reserve balance would be evaluated 

annually, and adjustments made as necessary.   

 
Commissioner Proctor clarified with Commissioner Dailey his intent in the 

establishment of the fund.  Commissioner Proctor stated that the policy does not convey 

the human empathy that was originally suggested and noted that the County should 

consider expanding the program.   

 
Commissioner Desloge stated that the County should consider Jeri Bush, Volunteer 

Services Director, to work with volunteers, the Red Cross, and other agencies to assist 

residents, post-disaster, when needed.   

 

Deputy County Administrator Vince Long stated that a post-disaster meeting had been 

held and a pool of volunteers have been identified through the Red Cross, human 
service agencies and local businesses.  He added that the County will pursue the 

Workforce Plus state grant which would provide dollars for two positions to address 

emergency disaster incidents. 

 

Mr. Alam suggested it would be appropriate for the community education plan to be 
presented at the January Workshop.    

 
The motion on the floor carried 7-0.   
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12. Approval to Allocate Additional Funding in the Amount of $10,000 for a Needs 

Assessment and Process Evaluation of the Community Human Services 
Partnership (CHSP) Program 

 

County Administrator Alam explained that the City had allocated $75,000, the United 

Way $25,000 and the County $15,000 for the needs assessment and evaluation of the 

CHSP Program.  The agenda item recommends that the County approve an additional 

$10,000 which would bring the County’s total contribution to $25,000. 
 

Commissioner Desloge stated that the CHSP process has been in place for about 10 

years and approximately $30 million has been awarded for distribution.  He advised 

that the goal is to do a review of the program to ensure that it is meeting the needs of 

the community as effectively and efficiently as possible.  
 

Commissioner Desloge moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Dailey, to approve Option 
1:  Approve the allocation of an additional $10,000 for the Needs Assessment and Process 
Evaluation and approve the associated Budget Amendment Request.  The motion carried 
7-0. 
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13.   Approval to Extend Agreements with Florida State University for Economic 

Impact of Visitors Research Services and the Festival and Event-Related Research 
for the Tourist Development Council 

 

Guy Thompson, Tourist Development Council Executive Director provided an overview 

of the item.  He explained that the research is done on a calendar year basis and three-

quarters of the research has been done; the extension would allow the completion of the 

fourth year and will allow time to move forward with a RFP or inter-governmental 
agreement based on board direction.   

 

Russell Daws, TDC Chairman, stated that he is available to answer any questions 

regarding the development of the strategic plan.  He encouraged the Board to 

understand the value of the contract to the community and failure to extend would 
create a gap in services and in carrying through on current and proposed initiatives.     

 
Commissioner Proctor moved, duly seconded by Commissioner DePuy to approve Option 
1: Approve the six-month Agreement extensions with Florida State University for the 
Economic Impact of Visitors Research Services and the Festival and Event-related 
Research for the Tourist Development Council in the amount of $39,428, and authorize 
the Chairman to execute.   

 

Commissioner DePuy established with Mr. Daws that the timeframe for the 

development of the strategic plan is on track and extension of the Agreement would not 

have an impact on the plan.  Mr. Daws provided that the strategic planning will help the 
TDC look at renewal and future contracts. 

 

   Commissioner Desloge asserted that Board’s direction had been that contracts would 

not be approved or extended without a strategic plan.  He commented that he will not 

support the motion.  He voiced his dissatisfaction with TDC management and 

leadership.     
 

Commissioner Rackleff agreed with Commissioner Desloge and announced that he will 

not support the motion.  

  
Commissioner Rackleff made a substitute motion, duly seconded by Commissioner 
Desloge, to approve Option 2:  Do not approve the six-month Agreement extensions with 
Florida State University for the Economic Impact of Visitors Research Services and the 
Festival and Event-related Research for the Tourist Development Council in the total 
amount of $39,428.   

 

   Commissioners Dailey and Thaell expressed frustration and supported comments made 
by fellow Commissioners.  They noted that they will not support any funding for TDC 

contracts until a Strategic Plan is in place.   

 
The substitute motion on the floor carried 4-3 (Commissioners Sauls, Proctor and DePuy in 
opposition).   
 

There was additional discussion by Commissioners on this issue. 
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14. Approval to Extend Agreements with the Zimmerman Agency for Advertising and 

Public Relations Services for the Tourist Development Council 
 

Commissioner Rackleff moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge, to approve 
Option 2:  Do not approve the six month agreement extensions with the Zimmerman 
Agency for advertising and public relation services for the Tourist Development Council in 
the total amount of $278,050. 

 
There was considerable discussion among Commissioners regarding the TDC program, 

contract management by the TDC, and the organizational placement of the program.  It 

was noted that the Board’s decision to not approve the contracts was not a criticism of 

the work done by FSU or the Zimmerman Agency, but an indication that changes need 

to be made in the process.   
 

Commissioner DePuy called the question.   

 
The motion carried 4-3 (Commissioners Sauls, Proctor and DePuy in opposition). 
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15. Approval of Agreement Awarding Bid to Peavy and Son Construction Co. for the 

Asphaltic Concrete Materials and Services, Continuing Supply Contract in the 
Estimated Amount of $7,350,496 

 

 County Administrator Alam explained that the estimated cost is approximately $7.4 

million, but pointed out that the award is not an authorization for the expenditure of 

the funds.  He noted that authorization for fund expenditures are included in various 

capital improvement projects and operating budgets approved during the budget 
process.  Mr. Alam added that the Board had requested additional information 

regarding the use of granite vs. limestone as the asphalt aggregate, the process by 

which roads are selected for resurfacing and whether these services could be more 

efficiently obtained by a cost sharing partnership with the City or other agencies.  In 

response to these issues, Mr. Alam provided a comparison on the granite vs. limestone 
material and noted that the cost for both materials is approximately the same.  He also 

responded that the County’s contracted unit price is considerably less than the City’s 

and distributed a statistical report which provided information on the County 

resurfacing program.   

 

 Speaker:  
Rick Bateman, 215 S. Calhoun, Suite 500, representing Peavy and Son, supported and 

requested approval of the Agreement.   

 
 Commissioner Desloge moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff, to approve 

Option 1:  Approve the Agreement awarding bid to Peavy and Son Construction Co. for the 
Asphaltic Concrete Materials and Services, Continuing Supply Contract in the estimated 
amount of $7,350,496 for a two-year period with an extension option for no more than 
one additional one year at the sole option of the County, and authorize the Chairman to 
execute.  The motion carried 6-1 (Commissioner Proctor in opposition) 

 

Commissioner Proctor voiced that there are not an equitable amount of roads projected 
to be resurfaced in District 1 and expressed his discontentment with the County’s 

minority participation program.   
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16. Approval of Continuation of Agreement with PBS&J, Inc. for the Water Quality 

Monitoring Program 
 

County Administrator Alam explained that the item originally came before the Board at 

the July 22, 2008 Commission Meeting.  At that time, Commissioner Thaell 

recommended that the County take over the management of the water quality 

monitoring program, thereby saving taxpayer dollars.  The original timeframe for the 

county to assume the responsibilities of the program was six months, but due to staff’s 
attention to the aftermath of Tropical Storm Fay, it is recommended that the Board 

consider a one year extension of the PBS&J with the intent to bring the program in-

house effective October 1, 2009.    

 

Commissioner Thaell commented that costs for the program have tripled in two years 
and his recommendation will allow the County to work directly with sub-contractors to 

provide this service and reduce the county’s cost by almost 50%.    

 
Commissioner Thaell moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge, to approve Option 
1:  Approve the continuation of the Agreement with PBS&J for one year for implementation 
of the Water Quality Monitoring Program in the amount of $404,372 and direct staff to 
proceed with bringing the Water Quality Monitoring Program in-house effective October 1, 
2009. 

 

Commissioner Desloge expressed support for the motion and thanked Commissioner 

Thaell for identifying this as an area of cost savings for the County.   
 

Commissioner Rackleff entered into dialogue with staff on what PBS&J are doing to 

support the County’s efforts to assess the effects of Tropic Storm Fay and what 

assistance they could provide.  He encouraged Tony Park, Public Works Director, to use 

all available resources to assist in identifying and solving the flooding issues in the 

County.   
 

 Speaker:   

Lisa Walker, 1980 Benjamin Chaires Road, shared that staff from PBS&J visited her 

property and took water samples. 

 
 The motion on the floor carried 7-0.   

 

The Board entered recess at 6:00 p.m. 
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17. Expirations, Vacancies and Appointments to:  Affordable Housing Advisory 

Committee, Bradfordville Historic School House Focus Group, Code Enforcement 
Board, Human Services Grant Review Committee, Science Advisory Committee, 

Senior Outreach Advisory Committee, Septic System Advisory Committee, Value 

Adjustment Board and Water Resources Committee 

 

Chairman Sauls advised that this item was removed from the Agenda.  However, an 

appointment to the Value Adjustment (VAB) needed to be considered. 
 

Chairman Sauls advised that the Legislature reduced Commission appointments from 

three to two (the deleted slot has been reclassified as a citizen appointee).    

 

Commissioner DePuy offered to resign from the VAB and the Board confirmed 
Commissioner Thaell as the Board’s representative. 

 
Commissioner Desloge moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Proctor, to appoint Doug 
Dane as the citizen representative to the VAB.  The motion carried 7-0.   
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Scheduled Public Hearings, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Chairman Sauls called the meeting back to order at 6:00 p.m.   
 

Commissioner Dailey recognized and welcomed members of the Youth Leadership Tallahassee, 

which is a high school leadership program run by the Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce.   

 

18. First and Only Public Hearing on a Proposed Ordinance to Adopt the Capital 

Improvements Schedule Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
 

Pursuant to the following legal advertisement, a public hearing was conducted. 

 

Fred Goodrow, Chief of Comprehensive Planning, advised the Board that due to actions 

taken on Agenda Item 19, there was a change in the Transportation and Stormwater 
Improvements amount (from $6,134,894 to $5,084,859). 

 
Commissioner Rackleff moved, seconded by Commissioner Desloge to approve Option 1, 
with modifications to reflect a change in the Transportation and Stormwater 
Improvements amount (from $6,134,894 to $5,084,859):  Conduct the first and only public 
hearing on a proposed Ordinance and adopt the Capital Improvements Schedule 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment.  The motion carried 7-0. 
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19. Conduct the Second and Final Public Hearing for Adoption of Final Millage Rates 

and Final Budgets for FY 08/09 
 

Pursuant to the following legal advertisement, a public hearing was conducted. 

 

Chairman Sauls called to order the second and final public hearing on the FY 08/09 

final budget.  This is the second of two required public hearings on the Leon County 

Budget.   
 

Assistant County Administrator Rosenzweig read the Millage rate into the public record.   

 The current Millage rate is $268,460,682.00.  This is approximately $16.2 
million less than the FY 2007/08 budget.   

 The budget includes increased funding for Emergency Medical Services (EMS), 
public safety, human services, transportation and stormwater improvements as 

well as Primary Healthcare Services. 

 The proposed aggregate millage rate is 8.49 mills which is 3.72% over the 
aggregate rolled-back millage rate of 8.1853 mills. 

 The proposed countywide Millage rate is 7.99 mills, which is 4.33% over the 
countywide rolled-back millage rate of 7.6584 mills. 

 The proposed EMS MSTU millage rate is 0.5000 mills, which is 5.11% under the 
EMS MSTU rolled-back Millage rate of 0.5269 mills. 

 The proposed Primary Healthcare MSTU millage rate is 0.0000 mills, which is 
0.000% under the Primary Healthcare MSTU rolled-back millage rate of 0.000 

mills. 

 

Chairman Sauls opened the public hearing for citizen input. 
 

Speakers: 

 

The following individuals spoke in support of the proposed Millage rate and budget: 

 
Mary K. Wynn, 1006 Brookwood Drive 

Bill Phelen, 9601-20 Miccosukee Road 

Fred Vroom, 2801 Edenberry Drive  

Mark Goldman, 3584 Woodhill Drive 

Linda McCartney, 2716 Brenner Pass   

Ann Davis, 2747 Everett Lane 
Ben Dyckman, 629 E. Park Avenue  

Samantha Boge, 270 Rosehill Drive 

 

The following individuals spoke in opposition to the proposed millage rate and budget: 

 
Ted Thomas, 1469 Vieux Carre Drive  

Art Jusko, 2860 Asbury Hill Drive 

Stephen Hogge, 410 E. 9th Avenue 

Cora Ann Chapman, 1567 Groveland Hills Drive 

Devoe Moore, 6800 Mahan Drive 

Peggy Munroe, 1514 Belleau Wood Drive 
Ray Munroe, 1514 Belleau Wood Drive 

Jeff Doxsee, 4633 Sparrow Hawk Court 

John Ted Barfield, 2107 Napoleon Bonaparte Drive 

Curtis Baynes, 1323 E. Tennessee Street 

Jeff Andrews, 602 Talaflo Street 
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Patrick Detscher, 6717 Visalia Place 

John Kenny, 241 E. 6th Avenue 

J.P. Lepez, 2457 Chateau Lane 
Carolyn Pippenger, 2531 W. Tharpe Street 

Christie Henry, 3121 Pontiac Drive 

 

Chairman Sauls closed the public speakers portion of the public hearing at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Commissioner Desloge thanked citizens for attending the public hearing and explained 
the actions the Board had taken to keep taxes down.  He proposed a roll back rate 

which could keep all proposed services intact by reducing the allowable reserves (from 

17 to 15) and reducing the stormwater/transportation account by a minor amount.   

 
Commissioner Desloge moved, duly seconded by Commissioner DePuy, to set the Millage 
at the rolled-back rate of 7.6853, which by definition is not a tax increase.   

 

Mr. Rosenzweig responded to the proposed Millage rate of 7.6853, and provided that the 

adjustment would result in a reduction to the transportation/stormwater account from 

$6,134,894 to $4,423,365; a net change of approximately $1.5 - $1.7 million.   

 
Commissioner DePuy stated that the proposed budget includes funding for social and 

cultural programs.  He confirmed with Mr. Rosenzweig that there would be 0% Millage 

increase on the aggregate.  Commissioner DePuy opined that this was a good 

compromise that he could support.    

 
Commissioner Thaell established that the libraries, parks and road projects that were 

initially included in the budget had been deferred.  He commented that capital projects 

are important as they provide an economic stimulus to the local economy.  He inquired 

from Mr. Rosenzweig what Millage would be required to fund the proposed capital 

projects.  Mr. Rosenzweig responded that it would require a millage in excess of 8.5 

mills. 
 

Commissioner Rackleff expressed concern over a reduction in the stormwater/ 

transportation reserves and cannot support the motion.    

 

Chairman Sauls expressed apprehension to establish the millage at the rolled back rate 
and reducing the reserves.  She acknowledged support for the proposed millage rate of 

7.999. 

 
Commissioner Rackleff made a substitute motion, seconded by Commissioner Thaell, to 
establish a countywide millage rate of 7.999 mills.   

 
The Board entered into recess at 7:40 p.m.   

 

Commissioner Sauls reconvened the meeting at 8:00 pm. 

 

The Board entered into considerable discussion on the motion.   
 
The substitute motion failed 4-3 (Commissioners Dailey, DePuy and Desloge opposed).  A 
supermajority vote of 5-2 was required. 

 
The original motion on floor failed 3-4 (Commissioners Sauls, Proctor, Rackleff and Thaell 
opposed).  A supermajority vote of 5-2 was required.   
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Commissioner Dailey acknowledged fellow commissioner’s concerns regarding the 

reduction in the stormwater fund.  He stated his support for the true rolled back 

millage and asked staff to continue to look for dollars that could be moved into the 
fund, i.e., $1.2 million from municipal services fund.    

 

There continued to be considerable Board discussion.  

 
Commissioner Proctor moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Thaell, to schedule a 
budget workshop on Monday, September 22, 2008 from 12:00 – 5:00 p.m. and continue 
the public hearing to Monday, September 22, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

The Board recessed at 8:50 p.m. to allow the County Attorney and the Budget Office an 

opportunity to review the legalities of recessing and rescheduling the public hearing. 

 
Chairman Sauls reconvened the meeting at 9:08 p.m. 

 

County Attorney Thiele recommended that the Board not continue the meeting, as it 

could place the County at risk.   

 
Commissioner Proctor, based on the County Attorney’s advice, withdrew his motion. 
 
Commissioner Thaell moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff, to adopt a 
Resolution establishing the final FY 08/09 Countywide Millage rate of 7.850 mills.   
 

Commissioner Thaell recommended in order to achieve that rate, that the reserves be 
reduced to 15% and a small amount removed from the stormwater/transportation fund 

to fund the bathroom facilities at Apalachee Regional Park, school crossing guards, 

expansion of Woodville Community Center, and begin design phase for the Eastside 

library.    

 

Commissioner Dailey stated that he could entertain discussion at 7.850, with no 
projects included, and proposed that they be agendaed for discussion at a later date.  

He confirmed that the 7.850 represents a half-way point between 7.999 and true roll-

back.   

 

Commissioner Thaell stated that the budget items were not part of the motion. 
 

Mr. Rosenzweig read into the record information on the proposed countywide millage 

rate of 7.850: 

 The proposed aggregate Millage rate is 8.350 mills, which is 2.01% over the 
aggregate rolled-back Millage rate of 8.1853. 

 The proposed countywide Millage rate is 7.850 mills, which is 2.5% over the 
countywide rolled-back Millage rate of 7.6584. 

 
There was additional Board discussion. 

 
The motion carried 5-2 (Commissioners Desloge and DePuy in opposition).  

 
Option 2:  Commissioner Proctor moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff, to 
adopt a Resolution establishing the final FY 08/09 Countywide budget.  The motion 
carried 7-0. 

 
Option 3:  Commissioner DePuy moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge to adopt 
a Resolution establishing the final FY 08/09 Emergency Medical Services MSTU millage 
rate of 0.5000 mills.  The motion carried 7-0. 
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Option 4:  Commissioner Proctor moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge to adopt 
a Resolution establishing the final FY 08/09 Emergency Medical Services MSTU budget.  
The motion carried 7-0.   

 
Option 5:  Commissioner Desloge moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Dailey to adopt 
a Resolution establishing the final FY 08/09 Primary Healthcare MSTU millage rate of 
0.000 mills.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
Option 6: Commissioner Desloge moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff to 
adopt a Resolution establishing the final FY 08/09 Primary Healthcare MSTU budget.  
The motion carried 7-0.   
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Add-On:  This item was taken up under General Business 

 

20. Authorization to Negotiate an Agreement for State Lobbying Services 
 

Deputy County Administrator Long summarized the item and provided information on 

the process and criteria used by the selection team to determine its recommendation of 

Capital Alliance Group (CAG).  He noted that the team recognized that CAG worked 

closely with the Florida Association of Counties (FAC) on property tax reform issues, 

which was important to the County, and has a proven ability to obtain appropriations.  
He pointed out that CAG was the only respondent to receive MBE points for their 

proposal.  Dr. Jeff Sharkey from CAG was available to answer questions. 

 

Commissioner DePuy read a portion of the agenda item’s summary which addressed 

County staff’s ability to handle legislative matters.   
 
Commissioner DePuy moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge, to approve use of 
in-house lobbying services, i.e., Vince Long and Ken Morris.   

 

Commissioner Desloge provided that due to our proximity to the Capital and the  

lobbying efforts provided by the FAC, the County could wait until there is an issue 
specific to the County and that the contract not be awarded at this time.   

 

Mr. Long clarified that in the agenda’s summary, staff attempted to demonstrate that 

county lobbyist are hired to work appropriations; staff are capable of handling the 

substantive issues and legislative policy changes in house.  He stated that a contract 
lobbyist is recommended for the sole purposes of obtaining appropriations.   

 

Commissioner Proctor inquired what the advantages would be if CAG was hired as 

compared to having these services handled by in house staff.   

 

Mr. Jeff Sharkey, CAG managing partner, responded by providing background and 
lobbying information on CAG.  He committed that CAG would work very diligently on 

budget priorities established by the County.    

 
Commissioner Dailey made a substitute motion, seconded by Commissioner Thaell, to 
approve Option 1:  Authorize the County Administrator to negotiate an agreement for state 
lobbying services with Capital Alliance Group in the amount of $40,000.  The motion on 
the floor carried 7-0. 

 

Commissioner Desloge asked the status of the federal lobbying contract.  Mr. Long 

responded that the federal RFP and state lobbying RFPs were released simultaneously 

and staff are working to bring back information at the legislative priorities workshop 
scheduled for October.  He noted that there is a little more time to award this contract, 

as the current federal lobbying contract does not expire until the end of the calendar 

year.    

 

Commissioner Desloge stated that the presidential election would have a profound 
impact on how and who is selected.  He recommended that the bids received be rejected 

until completion of the presidential election and then begin the process.  

 
Commissioner Proctor moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge, to waive the rules 
to address the issue of the federal lobbying services.  The motion carried 7-0.   
Commissioner Desloge moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Proctor, to reject all bids 
for federal lobbying services and re-advertise the RFP post-election.   The motion carried 
7-0. 
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Citizens to be Heard on Non-Agendaed Items (3 minute limit) 

 
Rosa Lovett, 14090 High Hill Circle, spoke on liens and assessments that have been placed 

against her family owned property on Meridian Road by the Code Enforcement Board (CEB) 

and the hardship it has caused.  She asked the Board’s assistance in addressing the issue and 

in working out a reasonable agreement with the CEB.   

 County Attorney Thiele stated that this is an active case before the CEB and the 

Commission has no authority to intervene in a code enforcement matter.   
Edward Freeman, 901 Groveland Hills Drive, explained that he has been attempting to work 

the problem out with staff and the difficulty he has had in getting it resolved.   

 Commissioner Dailey verified with the County Attorney Thiele that he could act as a 

“facilitator or mediator” in the situation.   

 Commissioner Dailey followed up with the Freeman Family and committed his 
assistance.  He articulated, for the record, the actions that have been taken to help 

resolve the problem:  1) he and growth management staff have visited the family 

property on more than one occasion; 2) meetings have been held; 3) he and staff 

pledged support to assist in bringing the property into compliance; 4) once property 

was in compliance Commissioner Dailey would, as the District Commissioner, write 

letters on the family’s behalf, without any promises, to get the fines eliminated.   
 Commissioner Dailey requested that Tony Biblo, Development Services Director, 

schedule another meeting. 

 Mr. Freeman explained the steps necessary to bring the nursery into compliance 

and stated that it would cost thousands of dollars that they do not have.  They 

cannot borrow the money to fix the problem, as the County has a lien on the 
property.  He stated that changes have been made and they have attempted to make 

necessary changes.    
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County Administrator 

 Requested that Assistant County Administrator Alan Rosenzweig provide a quick 
overview of the Board actions on the budget.    

 Mr. Rosenzweig’s summary included that the Board:  
- Reduced the overall budget by over 6% from last year; 

- Aggregate Millage rate is a nominal 2% tax increase 

- Breakeven figure was at $177,000.  Due to Board actions, the breakeven 

figure is $254,000 before homeowners see a tax increase  

 Thanked Mr. Rosenzweig and the OMB staff for their excellent efforts on the 
budget. 

 
Discussion Items by Commissioners 

 

Commissioner Thaell 
 Commission Thaell moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff, to agenda a 

discussion on Commission Aide salary increases issue.  The motion carried 7-0. 

 Commissioner Thaell moved, seconded by Commissioner Rackleff, to agenda an 
item regarding the national movement for a local government “green jobs” pledge.  
The motion carried 7-0.   

 Commissioner Thaell moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff, to agenda 
an item regarding the U.S. Census Bureau’s complete Count Committee Program.  
The motion carried 7-0.   

 Commissioner Thaell moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff, to direct 
staff to bring back a budget agenda item for consideration of funding for:  1)  
design of an Eastside library; 2) expansion of the Woodville Community Center to 
incorporate a library; 3 )Installation of bathroom facilities at Apalachee Regional 
Park, and 4) funding of school crossing guards.  The motion passed 7-0.   
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Commissioner Proctor 

 Requested staff follow-up on a Resolution for Walter Dix, FSU track star, 
recognizing his accomplishment of winning the bronze metal(s) at the Olympics.   

 Requested that the crossing guard issue be expedited.   

 
Commissioner Desloge 

 Announced that the Wellness and Transportation Fair would be held on 
September 17, 2008, for all County employees from 10:00-1:00 p.m. at the 

Courthouse Plaza.   

 Expressed his frustration with the Executive Director of the TDC. 
 Commissioner Desloge moved, seconded by Commissioner Rackleff to waive 

rules to discuss the employment of the TDC Executive Director.  The motion 
failed 3-4 (Commissioners Sauls, DePuy, Proctor and Thaell in opposition) 

 There was discussion regarding the appropriateness of addressing this issue 

in public, the frustration by some Commissioner’s with the leadership of the 

TDC, and the lack of a process in which the TDC Director is evaluated. 
 Commissioner Desloge moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff, to 

bring back an agenda item to add the Tourist Development Council’s Executive 
Director position to the current policy which addresses the Board’s yearly 
evaluations for those position which report to the Board, and attach an 
evaluation sheet.  This item will be considered under Consent at the October 
14, 2008 meeting.  The motion carried 7-0.   

 
Chairman Sauls 

 Requested retroactive approval for the two Resolutions presented under Awards 
and Presentations (Retirement of Gloria Brooks and the designation of World 

Alzheimer’s Awareness Day).   

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 11:15 
p.m. 

 

 

 

      APPROVED: ______________________________   

        Jane G. Sauls 
        Chairman 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 
_____________________________ 

Bob Inzer 

Clerk of the Circuit Court 


